250    MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA

she was deeply shocked by the slyness of her son's
proposals. It was obvious that, subconsciously at
least, she had never felt quite easy about her own
duplicity during the years when she had pretended that
England was her dear ally while, actually, she had been
working towards the alliance with France. Now she
was outraged by Joseph's suggestion to attack Catherine
of Russia without warning her. Maria Theresa's letter
to her son is ponderous with self-righteousness. Perhaps
by obeying her conscience as an old woman, she hoped
to atone for her diplomatic dishonesty of the past.

"I should never agree to your plan," she wrote
severely to Joseph; "it is against-my principles. I
would not approve of deceiving the King of Prussia any
more than I would agree to the war you suggest against
Russia. It has always been my policy, for which I am
indebted to Prince Kaunitz, to be honest and frank;
I will not tolerate duplicity, and I must reject any
proposals which would mislead others."

Kaunitz, this ** wily Chancellor," as many historians
have called him, was confronted by a serious problem
when he read Joseph's memorandum. Naturally,
Kaunitz had no scruples about deceiving Catherine of
Russia if this seemed expedient, but he could not,
without offending the Empress, express his surprise at
her sudden high standard of morals in international
affairs. He could not afford to annoy her, and yet
Joseph, his future sovereign, must be handled tactfully,
Kaunitz therefore appeased them both. He did not
uncompromisingly reject the Emperor's scheme. He
merely told Joseph that for the present it would be most
unwise to wage a war against Russia. He satisfied Maria:
Theresa by supporting her suggestion that more friendly
relations should be maintained with Frederick of Rrussia. t